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Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands Announces Water Supply Project for Knott County
Services will provide more than 325 households 
with potable water supply 
FRANKFORT, Ky. – (August 31, 2011) – Three-hundred twenty-five households in Knott County will soon have access to potable water.  
The Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) has found that agency eligible, pre-1982 mining has impacted much of the groundwater in the Arnolds Fork and Clear Creek areas including the side hollows of Arnolds Fork and Clear Creek Road, Cockrell Trace Fork, Hickory With
 Branch, Singleton Branch, and Chestnut Log Branches in Knott County, making the entire area eligible for AML waterline assistance.
The project will consist of approximately 16 miles of waterline including various road bores and stream crossings. Additionally, it will include the installation of approximately 325 water meters, three hydro-pneumatic pump stations, and various gate valves, and flush hydrants in designated locations. 
The project, with a memorandum of agreement between the Knott County Water and Sewer District and the Energy and Environment Cabinet totals $2.8 million.  Construction of the project will be entirely in Knott County and operated by the Knott County Water and Sewer District.  G & W Construction of Morehead was awarded the contract with two low bids totaling $2,087,210.50 and began construction last week.  R.M. Johnson Engineering of Lexington provided engineering services.
“AML’s continued efforts to provide clean water to the people in the coalfields is one of the finest examples of public protection and service that my department oversees,” said Commissioner Carl Campbell of the Department for Natural Resources.  “We will continue to fund as many of these projects as possible.”

AML is authorized under Kentucky law (KRS.350) to abate hazards to public health, safety and the environment from abandoned mine lands. To date, AML has expended more than $94.3 million for waterline improvements and has provided more than 13,400 households with potable water supply in 24 coalfield counties in eastern, southern and western Kentucky.  
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